December 9, 2020

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Senate Majority Leader Speaker of the House

S-230 U.S. Capitol Building H-222 U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Senate Minority Leader House Minority Leader

S-221 U.S. Capitol Building H-204 U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, and Minority Leader
McCarthy,

Our organizations, representing millions of American providers, patients, and consumers, write today to
urge you to include the Removing Barriers to Colorectal Cancer Screening Act, HR 1570/S 668, in the
year end legislative package.

This bill has 344 cosponsors in the House and 61 cosponsors in the Senate and will encourage more
people to get screened for colorectal cancer. Colorectal cancer is the second deadliest cancer in this
country and in 2020, it is estimated that 147,950 Americans will be diagnosed with colorectal cancer
and approximately 53,200 Americans will die from it.}

Medicare covers screening colonoscopies for beneficiaries without any cost-sharing. However, it
requires seniors to pay 20 percent coinsurance if polyps are found and removed during that screening.
Importantly, people with private insurance do not face this same cost barrier. Enactment of the
Removing Barriers to Colorectal Cancer Screening Act would remove this financial barrier to screening.

It is important that Medicare-eligible seniors be screened for colorectal cancer. Approximately 60
percent of cases and 70 percent of deaths due to colorectal cancer occur in those aged 65 years and
older.? Colonoscopies are proven to prevent and detect colorectal cancer at earlier stages when
treatment is more effective and can save lives. The five-year relative survival rate for colorectal cancer is
only 14 percent when caught at a later stage. If caught at an early stage with screening, the survival rate
improves to 90 percent.?

Please include the Removing Barriers to Colorectal Cancer Screening Act, HR 1570/S 668, in the year end
legislative package. For more information, please direct your staff to contact Stephanie Krenrich at the
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network at stephanie.krenrich@cancer.org.
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Sincerely,
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